
What to know about
SNOW REMOVAL
in the Town of 

Ridgway

Who's Responsible for Sidewalks?

In accordance with Section 14-1 of the 
Ridgway Municipal Code, the owner, 
occupant, or party ("responsible person") 
in actual possession of property abutting 
any Town sidewalk shall be jointly and 
severally liable for any failure to remove 
snow and ice from any abutting Town 
sidewalk. Snow and ice shall be removed 
from the sidewalk within 24 hours after a 
snow event with less than 12 inches of 
accumulated snow or 48 hours after a 
snow event with more than 12 inches of 
accumulated snow. 

Removal of snow and ice means 
shoveling the sidewalk so the snow 
accumulation is removed, and a traction 
agent is applied, such as sand or salt to 
melt ice accumulation, if necessary. 

If the responsible person fails to remove 
snow and ice, the Town Manager may 
serve a written or posted notice. The 
responsible person must comply within a 
reasonable time, not to exceed 48 hours.  
If the responsible person fails to remove 
the snow, the Town Manager may have 
the snow removed and may charge the 
costs of removal, plus an additional 
amount up to $25 for administrative 
costs, to the responsible person. 

CONTACT US
Town Hall 

201 N Railroad Street 
970-626-5308

pneill@town.ridgway.co.us 

mailto:pneill@town.ridgway.co.us


Prioritizing Streets 

Public Works will act diligently to remove 
snow as efficiently and quickly as possible 
There are some areas that have been 
prioritized as needing more immediate 
assistance in the early mornings. After 
6AM, snowplowing of streets generally 
focuses first on school streets, followed 
by businesses, residential neighborhoods, 
and then critical public sidewalks. 
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Property owners are responsible for 
removing snow on their own properties 
and their approaches to Town streets. 
Placement of snow removed from private 
property onto Town streets or sidewalks 
is prohibited. 

Keep in Mind this Winter 
• On private property, it is the owner’s 
responsibility to remove or store snow 
from their property. Placing private 
snow on public streets will result in a 
code enforcement violation. 

• On downtown public sidewalks, 
property owners may put snow a few 
feet off the curb in the street (not on 
SH 62/Sherman St.). This prevents 
plow damage to curbs and sidewalks. 
The Town will haul this snow away.  

• The Town will typically plow when 
there is greater than 4” of snow fall on 
hard surfaces. 

• No parking downtown on paved 
streets from midnight – 7:30 AM when 
more than 2” of snowfall is predicted. 

• Refrain from parking on residential 
streets during storms. This will allow 
the snow removal crew to more 
effectively remove snow in the early 
morning. 

• The Town is not responsible for 
vehicles that are “plowed in.” 

• Public Works will begin snow 
removal in the downtown area, clearing 
what they can before 6:00 AM. 

Properties Located on SH 62 

• On Sherman Street where there are 
three lanes on the highway, Colorado 
Department of Transportation (CDOT) 
will plow to the center. 

• Where there is not a center turn lane, 
CDOT will plow to the sides to keep the 
streets unobstructed. 

• Keep in mind that it is still the 
responsibility of the private property 
owner to remove or store snow from 
private property. 

• Property owners are advised to 
contact Town Hall for instructions if 
unsure about appropriate snow removal.  

• Property abutting SH 62 should not 
place snow onto the highway. Doing so 
will result in the snow being plowed 
back onto the property by CDOT. 

Snow removal is a community effort 
that requires everyone's cooperation 

and patience. Thank you! 




